THE 13 GREATEST TRUTHS IN JOHN 3:16

A Verse-by-Verse Study of John 3:16 | Peaks Bible Church

John 3:16 (NASB 1995): "For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall
not perish, but have eternal life."

SCRIPTURE PHRASE

"For God"

"So loved"

"The world"

"That He gave"

"His only begotten Son"

"That whoever"

"Believes"

“In Him"

"Shall not perish"

"But"

"Have"

"Eternal"

uLifen

SCRIPTURE TRUTH

1.

5.

The Greatest Being

. The Greatest Motive

. The Greatest Object

. The Greatest Act

The Greatest Gift

. The Greatest Invitation

. The Greatest Simplicity

. The Greatest Attraction

. The Greatest Deliverance

10. The Greatest Contrast

11. The Greatest Certainty

12. The Greatest Duration

13. The Greatest Possession

TRUTH EXPLAINED

Salvation originates entirely in God's
character; He is the sole, sovereign
initiator of grace.

Divine love is the underlying cause of
redemption, not a reward earned by
human repentance.

Demonstrates unlimited atonement—
Christ paid the penalty for every human
without exception.

Substitutionary atonement: the ransom
was paid in full, requiring zero human
works to complete it.

Jesus is God’s supreme provision;
because the Father gave His best, no
further sacrifice is needed.

An unrestricted, universal invitation that
eliminates human favoritism and
religious elitism.

Faith is the sole condition of salvation
—free from additions like self-
reformation or legalistic duty.

Personal trust placed in the Person and
finished work of Christ, legally
transferring the sinner into grace.

Universal human ruin is assumed; Christ
rescues the believer from the legal
condemnation and wrath of sin.

The grand pivot point of salvation:
turning from eternal wrath to eternal life
by God's sovereign intervention.

Present-tense possession: salvation is
received instantly the second one
believes, not at death.

Eternal security: because the life given
is everlasting/eternal, it can never be
lost, forfeited, or broken.

The actual impartation of divine,
uncreated life and righteousness directly
to the believer's soul.

HELPFUL INSIGHT

Bypasses human priests, altars, and
church systems; salvation begins
directly with God.

God loves sinners while they are dead
in sin; His love draws them, rather
than fear driving them.

"World" means every lost soul; no
sinner can claim they were excluded
from God's offer of grace.

Salvation is an unmerited gift,
completely independent of rituals,
sacraments, or church membership.

The believer’s eye is directed to a
living, glorious Person on the cross,
not to a creed or institution.

The ultimate "open door." Anyone,
regardless of past sin or moral ruin,
can enter in on the spot.

Faith is like looking at the bronze
serpent (John 3:14): a passive look of
total helplessness, not a human
"work."

Salvation is vital union with Christ
Himself; He is the sole Object of faith
who preserves the believer.

"Perishing" is man's starting state in
Adam. The gospel rescues souls out
of a doomed, ruined world.

The sharp, uncompromised line drawn
between the old creation (in Adam)
and the new creation (in Christ).

Immediate assurance: the believer
does not merely "hope" to be saved
eventually, but possesses life right
now.

The believer is permanently sealed "in
Christ"; security rests on God's faithful
promise, not human effort.

The believer receives heavenly life
today, spiritually taking their seat with
Christ in heavenly places.

KEY TAKEAWAY: THE FINISHED WORK

Salvation is a completely finished divine work. Faith is not a meritorious
accomplishment that earns salvation—it is simply the empty hand that

receives Christ's completed redemption.
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KEY TAKEAWAY: THE LOOK OF FAITH

Salvation is immediate, personal, and simple. Just as dying Israelites in
Numbers 21 merely looked at the bronze serpent on the pole and lived,

a sinner merely looks to Christ and is saved.
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