
CIVIL DUTY & BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP

A Scriptural Framework for Civic Engagement and Voting According to Godly Principles

Prepared by Jesse M. Jackson

While democratic voting is not specifically mentioned in ancient Scripture, the Bible establishes clear, eternal

mandates for how believers ought to act as faithful stewards in society, influence civic culture, and evaluate political

leadership.

1. SCRIPTURAL CALL TO CIVIC DUTY & ENGAGEMENT

Jeremiah 29:7

"Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it

prospers, you too will prosper."

Core Principle: Active Seeking of Public Good. Believers are called to actively contribute to the flourishing, stability, and

welfare of society. Voting serves as a primary modern mechanism for seeking societal peace.

Romans 13:1, 6–7

"Let everyone be subject to the governing authorities... Give to everyone what you owe them: If you owe taxes, pay

taxes... if honor, then honor."

Core Principle: Respect for Divine Order. Civil government is an institution ordained by God to maintain order and

restrain lawlessness. Participating in civic duty fulfills our biblical responsibility within society.

Matthew 5:13–16

"You are the salt of the earth... You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden... let your light shine

before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven."

Core Principle: Moral Preservation and Witness. Believers are commanded to act as a moral preservative (salt) and a

beacon of truth (light). Exercising political voice is a tangible way to apply truth to culture.

2. SELECTING LEADERS & VOTING BY BIBLICAL PRINCIPLES

Deuteronomy 1:13

"Choose some wise, understanding and respected men from each of your tribes, and I will set them over you."

Core Principle: Discerning Character in Leadership. When given the opportunity to choose representatives, Scripture

explicitly instructs God's people to select leaders possessing wisdom, moral reputation, and understanding.

Proverbs 29:2 & Proverbs 14:34

"When the righteous thrive, the people rejoice; when the wicked rule, the people groan... Righteousness exalts a nation,

but sin condemns any people."

Core Principle: Promoting National Righteousness. The character and convictions of governance directly impact the

welfare of the citizenry. Votes should align with biblical righteousness and moral integrity.

3. DEFENDING JUSTICE AND PROTECTING THE VULNERABLE

Proverbs 31:8–9

"Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly;

defend the rights of the poor and needy."

Core Principle: Advocacy for the Defenseless. A key consideration when evaluating candidates and ballot initiatives is how

policies impact the unborn, the weak, and the vulnerable.

Micah 6:8

"He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and

to walk humbly with your God."

Core Principle: Moral Standard for Governance. Believers ought to evaluate civic choices against God's eternal standard:

genuine justice, mercy, and humility before God.

SUMMARY: A CHECKLIST FOR BIBLICAL VOTING

• Sanctity of Life: Does the candidate or policy protect human life at all stages, honoring the image of God in all

individuals (Genesis 1:27)?

• Moral Integrity & Truth: Does the candidate demonstrate honesty, personal character, and humility in leadership

(Exodus 18:21)?

• Justice & Protection: Do the proposed policies defend the weak, protect religious freedom, and restrain

lawlessness (Romans 13:3–4)?

• Stewardship & Peace: Will this direction promote the peace, stability, and flourishing of the broader community

(Jeremiah 29:7)?
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